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Youth Committee Report

Youth Days 2010

Youth Days 2010 began Friday, August 20 at 1 pm with orientation. During this orientation we in-
formed the youth and their advisors of the times and
all youth are expected to abide by. Most importantly to the youth, during orientation they played a game
which gave them a chance to get to know youth from jurisdictions other than their own, and of course, Bingo.

The youth were given instructions for the various jobs they had been assigned.

Friday evening the annual Youth Banquet was held with 159 in attendance. The menu of pizza and
lasagna was enjoyed by the youth. After dinner, the Master of Ceremonies Jordan Daniel of Michigan and
Mi stress of Ceremonies Florence Frogge6 of Washingto
our order and their escorts. Each leader was invited to offer their remarks.

After the banquet was complete the youth were invited to attend a dance. However, due to circum-
stances beyond the control of the youth committee and the host jurisdiction, no DJ came to play music. De-
spite this, the youth made the best of the time they had together. They played an impromptu game of Ameri-
can idol, a cup game, and because the dance floor was checkered, a game of human checkers with the girls
beating the boys two games to none.

Saturday morning the weary eyed youth began their sessions. After opening, the leaders of our order
were introduced and allowed to address the youth by the Master of Ceremonies Tyler Hudson of Texas and
Mistress of Ceremonies Nikki Burgess of Michigan, were allowed to address the youth. Each leader offered
their greetings as well as stressing to the youth that they can be the future of our order but only if they choose
to stay involved and strive to continue to improve it. Following these addresses, the incoming leaders were
introduced at which time they presented their programs. At this time the UNEP was invited to give its presen-
tation to the youth. After the presentation the youth representatives of 6 jurisdictions gave reports of the ac-
tivities, fundraisers and community service projects that the youth of their jurisdiction participated in. Brother
Ed Beckstein, Sovereign Grand Soloi st, l ed all i n si
called knockout was suggested and administered by Patrick Romack, father of an Indiana representative. In
this game the youth are asked to follow basic marching commands. When you hesitate or make a wrong
move you are knocked out of competition. When the game was over and a tie for the winner was crowned, a
recess for lunch was called. When the youth returned from lunch, presentations were given by the Educa-

ti onal Foundati on, Rose Par ade, Vi sual Research Comm
inform the youth of all our order does as well as what opportunities are available to them through our order.
An educational SGL- ARA version of fDeal or No Deal 6 was pl aye

taining to the order. If correct, they were able to select a briefcase held by the adults present. Finally, the
jurisdictional count was completed, 36 youth and 33 adults were present at the sessions and the sessions
were closed.

Saturday evening the talent show began. Seven acts provided a night of entertainment to the crowd
of 600. Each act was presented with a framed participation certificate. While the score sheets were tallied,
the chairman of the Joint Youth Committee, Keith Ploof, awarded the Irene Meigs Community Service Award
to Sunrise Rise Theta Rho Girls Club of Port Aux Basque, Newfoundland. The Pin Design Award to Nu Eta
Theta Rho Girls Club of Colorado, and the Outstanding Advisor of the Year Award to Dena Riskus, Advisor of
Rhododendron Theta Rho Girls Club of California. The Master of Ceremonies, Michael Robertson of Califor-
nia, and Mistress of Ceremonies, Hailey Weeks of Texas announced the winners of the Talent competition.

After the talent show, a dance was held for the youth. But this time, a DJ was found who provided
music for the youth to dance to. Snacks, pop and ice cream bars were provided for the youth to enjoy. This
was the last opportunity for the youth to enjoy the company of new found friends and some old friends from
across the world of odd fellowship.

Submitted by Jeffrey Beattie
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Keith: Let me think???

Should | move himto
wait a minute! Who took
all my checkers??
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2010 CONTEST WINNERS

YOUTH PIN
DESIGN AWARDS

Nu Eta
Theta Rho Girls Club #15

Aurora, Colorado

NEED HELP

The Youth Committee had a collection of all of the
Youth Pins from their conception. This collection

has been taken or borrowed and not returned to us.
We would like to ask, that if you have any of the

youth pins that you do not want and would like to
donate them to this committee, please callore -mail
Sharon Sells. We will have a list of those needed

to complete this NEW collection.
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OUTSTANDING ADVISOR AWARD

Dena Riskus

Whittier
Theta Rho Girls Club #23
Palmdale, CA

We received several letters about Mrs. Dena Riskus. Unfortunately, we cannot print them all in full but you can see

why she is she deserving.

Oh, my, Dena Riskus the third. She
always get us out of trouble. She
always calls us for all our events. |
really do admire her for that. She is

Dena should be advisor of the year
because she does a lot for our group.
Dena will drive all the way to Pomona
from Palmdale to pick up 2 people for a

such a hard wor ker meeting. KTeat isyawasomel Shedwtll do
even know. Wh e n  w anything to thake sbhrea weeare prepared
ride somewhere she always comes and the best there
down to Whittier and picks us up. she should be advisor of the year. Elys
She really does <carSetosf or us. Sheds
always giving us such great advice.

We really do take it. | love her so ) .

mu c h . Sheds | ike m hm% I%erclaos?}oald th%df"%oreOF the

I hope that she could always be in ear because if th? hard work §he

my |ife. That 6s wh§Pesforus.,She iy hard yorkjng, e, o

deserves the Advisor of the Year
award. Love Kastra

A lady that | care is Dena. Dena is
always there for me. She is a girl
that | care. | think Dena is going to
be a great advisor. She is a great
lady. Nathaly

She always tells these girls to call
her if they are going to the meeting
or not. She and Rowena tells us all
to speak up and stand up straight.
She is the best advisor | ever had.
Thatés why | want
of the Year. Love Vanessa

sponsible, and loves us all since | was
8. | always thought it was going to be
boring, but it
how to be responsible and mature.
Liliana

Dena is the most dedicated advisor in
the world! She does so much and she
never asks anything for return but love
and unity. Ale

Dena helped me when | was upset and
told me it would be alright and she was
right. My life has been better since.
!eDernfa\ |§_ aogregt gdwioaa\pq sge Jjs.a big
inspiration. Maria

wasno

|l ve known Dena pretty o
l'ife and sheds the best
She does a lot for me and the other

girls. Dena is like a second Mom to

me and | love her very much. She

never sleeps because she is busy sew-

isg. dressdsnadd little adsténges forh y

things for us and | thank her for

that. Priscilla.

A person | care about a lot in Theta
Rho is my advisor Dena. Dena has
been there for me in the good and
bad times. She has shown me right
from wrong, how to be responsible,
and howDte ach the & properdyoumge
lady even when things get out of con-
trol. One example is when | had no
ride to the Rose Bowl Float for work
week. So she cam down from Palm-
dale all the way to Whittier just to
pick me up. Dena has not only helped
me but all the girls in our group.
When one of us gets into trouble or
does something wrong in a huge event
Dena tries to save us from embar-
rassment. Dena is like a second Mom
to me and the Theta Rho girls are like
my sisters. Unknown
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IRENE MEIGS AWARD

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Sunrise

Theta Rho Girls Club #8

Port Aux Basques, NL, CAN

Our work for the year 2009 was concentrated on giving
back to our community, by giving back to the Odd Fellows
and Rebekahos, and our sponso
done for us in the past years. Although we have only been
organized as Theta Rho since 2004, we were previously a
Craft Group, and sponsored by George VI IOOF Lodge No.
162. Our Girls Club became aware of the fact that our
small town, of less than five thousand people, would host
Grand Lodge Sessions in 2009, and this would be the first
time in the fifty -seven year old history of our lodge. Our
Advisor felt that our help would be a noble enterprise,
since, not only is Odd Fellow membership somewhat low in
our town, but many members are able to participate in the
preparation due to age and illness.

January i February: The members worked on craft items
for the sale table at the GL Sessions in July.

April: Easter cards were made, and our Club purchased
candy. This was taken to the residents of Mountain Hope
Manor.

The seniors always appreciate these visits. This took two
nights, for 20 girls, plus one afternoon to visit. Time: 5
hours.

May: Our girls Club made felt flatware holders for the
Banquet tables. Two types of holders were made: 1. A

replica of the Grand Masterds
against a black background, and 2, felt lighthouses, repre-
senting the Rebekah Assembly

were used in July during the GL Sessional Banquet honor-
ing the Grnad Master and Assembly President. This took
the girls three nights, a total of 4 hours. The Girls also
made center pieces for the banquet table. This took the
girls two hours.

May 23: This was a special day, as 15 girls got together with
their advisor to practice suitable etiquette of escorting the
dignimades &t thel@rand Lodge geatirglofithe Officery. h av e
This was very rewarding later as the Grand Lodge members
were absolutely thrilled to be escorted by the youth. This
practice took 2 hours for 15 girls.

June: The girls made decorati
onto 48 coat hangers. This was used as ceiling decorations

for GL Sessions and looked very professional. This took 19

girls three nights a total of 3 hours.

ons

Jul y: The Girls Club members made
the Grand Lodge session, on which was displayed the Grand
Master and Rebekah Assembly Presid
They also made wall charts showing photos/newspaper clip-
pings of all three Theta Rho Girls Clubs and the one Junior
Lodge that have existed in the province of Newfoundland
Labrador to date. Unfortunately, our Sunrise Club is the
only one at present surviving. Th
nostalgiadé, and it was | ater enjoy
tending Grand Lodge sessions. Following the charts on dis-

play, were our Awards, Trophies, and Plaques, which we have

received to date. We really wanted to show off our suc-

cesses. This took 12 girls 2 nights for a total of 8 hours to

complete.

Then 4 girls spent 2 days with their Advisor and one other
adult decorating our Lodge Hall for the festivities. This
todk @ gires 18 hoprs t6 complesec hoo!l bel |

BLUPG 9480t Og; gMPI §Mr 1 sTHEPEnded
while the Grand Chaplain conducted a necrology service to
remember IOOF and Rebekah members who passed away in

the past year.

St .
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